
THE JUMPSTARTER 
 

WELCOME BACK!!!! 
 

As the summer heat in Phoenix begins to dissipate and the tempera-

tures begin to moderate, the Cadillac LaSalle Club Sonoran Desert 

Region begins its 26th year.  Through the years, many of you have 

enjoyed the activities put on by the Club or attended visits to desti-

nations chosen by its Activities Director.  This year will be no differ-

ent.  Fred Rank has put together an itinerary that we can all enjoy.  It 

includes monthly dinner meetings, car shows, special tours as well 

as a trip to Tortilla Flats and Sedona. We are here for you, our mem-

bers.  But as has been said many times before, without your input 

and participation, our Club cannot continue to grow and service the 

many owners of classic Cadillacs and LaSalle's.  Many emails circu-

late and questions are posed at monthly meetings that require Re-

ponses from our 90+ members (200 including family members) con-

cerning parts, repairs, purchases and sales of Cadillacs and 

LaSalles.  I implore you to get more involved in the Club.  Come to 

meetings and activities.  Share your knowledge and experiences 

with fellow member.  We all know that first hand knowledge is in 

many instances far superior and quicker than researching infor-

mation about our Cars.  

 

Your Board of Directors and other members look forward to seeing 

you at our functions this years.  Happy Motoring, stay well and as 

Richard Dormois (Secretary and Membership) says, ñSTAY SAFE.ò  

 

 

Editors note:  Please forward Photos of your cars and articles to Joe 

Luber (jluber306@cox.net or call 480 588-8008) 
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Presidents Message 

SEPTEMBER 2018 

By Jerry McGilsky ï Director 

 

 

 

hǳǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƛǎ ƻũ ǘƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ом aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŎƪ ƻũ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ aŜŜǝƴƎ ƻƴ ф-ммΦ 

 

{ƻƳŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳō ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΤ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ флом 9Φ {ƘŜŜƴŀ 5ǊΦΣ {ŎƻǧǎŘŀƭŜΣ !½ 
урнслΣ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ пул-тсс-фмфрΦ  ¢ƘŜ /[/{5w .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΣ ŀ ƴŜǿ ōƻŀǊŘ ǊƻƻƳ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΦ  !ƴȅ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǊ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
ŀǊŜŀ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ 

 

!ǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō-ǎƛǘŜ ƻƊŜƴ ŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŎŎǳǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǇŀƎŜǎΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜƴπ
ǝƻƴ ǘƘŜ Dw9!¢ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊǎΗ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŬƴŘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ƭƛǎǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ {Ǉƻƴπ
ǎƻǊǎ tŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō-ǎƛǘŜΦ   

 

hǳǊ aƻƴǘƘƭȅ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ aŜŜǝƴƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
aŀȅ нлмфΦ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ tƛȊȊŀ YƛǘŎƘŜƴ ƛƴ bΦ {ŎƻǧǎŘŀƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ Ƙƻǎǘ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ Ŧǳƴ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǘ сΥллǇƳΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƛƴ 
ȅƻǳǊ Ŝ-ƳŀƛƭǎΦ  wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 5ƻǊƳƻƛǎ ό/ƭǳō {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅύ ŘƻŜǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ Ƨƻō ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ  
¢ƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƴŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ 

 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ-.ǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƪƛŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŀǊ ǎƘƻǿΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻōōȅ ŀƭƛǾŜΗ 

 

  



Events  

Fred Rank, Events Coordinator 

NOTE:  Dates and information subject to change.  Please refer to later publications of the  

             Jumpstarter Newsletter and emails from the Club 

Monthly dinner meetings, 2nd Tuesday of Each Month 

California Pizza Kitchen 
Gold Dust and Scottsdale Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 
Check emails for complete information 

Monthly ï Scuderia Southwest Cars and Coffee ï 1st Saturday, 7:00 to 10:00 AM 

Scottsdale Road and Mayo Blvd. (near the 101) 

September 2018 ï See Emails for Details 

Monthly Dinner Meeting, September 11, 2018 

California Pizza Kitchen 
Gold Dust and Scottsdale Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 

October 2018 ï See Emails for Details 

Monthly Dinner Meeting, October 9, 2018 

California Pizza Kitchen 
Gold Dust and Scottsdale Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 

October 13th, Saturday, River of Time Museum,  Fountain Hills,  tour for 45 minutes. Trying for 11 am and 
lunch.  Lunch to Portilloôs in Scottsdale, Shea Blvd. and the 101.  Follow the convoy from the Museum.  Watch email for 
more details. 
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Event - Continued 

October 2018 ï Continued 

5th Annual Laveen Heritage Car Show, Saturday, Oct. 20, 2018.  Call Art Downs @ 480 239-0886 for 
artdowns@cox.net 

 November 2018 ï See Emails for Details 

 Monthly Dinner Meeting, November 13, 2018 

California Pizza Kitchen 
Gold Dust and Scottsdale Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 

November 10, 2018, Saturday.  Paradise Valley Veterans Day pre 1975 car show.  Limited to 150 cars.  Get the 
applications from the PV Town Hall, Diane Wayland @ 480-348-3530.  Fee is $50.00. 

November 12, 2018  Monday, Veteranôs Day Parade for our sponsor Arrowhead Cadillac, 

December  2018 ï See Emails for Details 

Monthly Dinner Meeting, December 11, 2018 

California Pizza Kitchen 
Gold Dust and Scottsdale Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 

December 8,  2018,   Glendale X-MAS parade ï CONVERTIBLES NEEDED contact Fred Rank at 623 322-3424 
or fredrank@cox.net 

Ronald McDonald House Charity Event  Car Show 

January 2019 ï See Emails for Details 

Monthly Dinner Meeting, January 8, 2019 

California Pizza Kitchen 
Gold Dust and Scottsdale Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 

Auction Week / Lunch Stockyards Restaurant 
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Events ï Continued 

February 2019 ï See Emails for Details 

 Monthly Dinner Meeting, February 12, 2019 

California Pizza Kitchen 
Gold Dust and Scottsdale Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 

February 9. 2019,  Concours in the Hills, Fountain Hills, AZ.  Register at concoursinthehills.com,  $60.00, convoy to 
event starts at the Northwest corner of Shea Blvd. and the 101 next to Culverôs and the PGA Superstore at 7:30 
am.  Rain date is Feb 16, 2019 

Sonoran Dessert Region Member Appreciation Dinner at  Don & Charlies, February  10, 2019. 

March 2019 ï See Emails for Details 

 Monthly Dinner Meeting, March 12, 2019 

California Pizza Kitchen 
Gold Dust and Scottsdale Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 

March 31, 2019.  Buick, Oldsmobile, Pontiac & Cadillac Show at the Pavilions. 

April 2019 ï See Emails for Details 

 Monthly Dinner Meeting, April 9, 2019 

California Pizza Kitchen 
Gold Dust and Scottsdale Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 

Sedona. AZ / Lunch Mariposa Restaurant 

May 2019 ï See Emails for Details 

 Monthly Dinner Meeting, May 14, 2019 

California Pizza Kitchen 
Gold Dust and Scottsdale Road 
Scottsdale, AZ 
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YOU REALLY SHOULD HAVE BEEN THERE 

TEXT BY RICHARD DORMOIS...IMAGES BY CLAUDIA ROBINETTE, JOHN MICHAUD, ANGELA O'ROURKE 

Five hundred and forty-seven members and guests from Germany, Curacao, Canada, Switzerland, Australia, The Netherlands and 37 of 
these United States, celebrated the 60th anniversary of the Cadillac and La Salle Club in Grand fashion June 5-11, 2018 in San Marcos, 
Texas. The Central Texas Region and the CLC National Meets and Tours Committee selected the Embassy Suites and Conference Center 
for our host accommodations, which by all accounts, was an excellent choice. From the general Manager Pablo Zuniga to the sales staff, the 
food and beverage team, the front desk crew, valet, housekeeping and maintenance, everything was first class. 

The Sonoran Desert Region is justifiably proud of the active representation in attendance at this 2018 Cadillac and La Salle Club Grand Na-
tional Meet in San Marcos. Dave Dubie of Scottsdale with the 1960 6029 Cadillac Four Door Sedan. Corrine and Bill Hochgraef of Mesa 
with the 1926 Cadillac Victoria Coupe and 1959 Cadillac 6337 Coupe de Ville. Wilma and John Michaud of Mesa with their 1958 6239 Ca-
dillac Four Door Sedan. Allyson and Scott Halver, Cave Creek. Sandi and Phil Terry of Phoenix. Claudia Robinette and Richard Dormois of 
Mesa. Dave Ritchie of Tempe. 

Tuesday, June 5, the meet schedule appropriately kicked off with driving tours of The Texas Hill Country and visits to the River Walk in San 
Antonio and historic Alamo. 

Wednesday afternoon, National Activities Vice President Marsha Redman of Leeôs Summit, Missouri, gathered her Cadillac Queens for 
refreshments, line dancing lessons by Ben and Ella Hirsch of Boerne, Texas and ballads and poetry by Ken Karrer of Austin, Texas. Tim 
Coy of Louisville, Colorado covered the gathering for the Self Starter. 

At 6:30 PM Texas Troops of the Boy Scouts of America, posted our National Colors and led five hundred members and guests in the Pledge 
of Allegiance in the Vera Mendi Ballroom to commence the Welcome Reception. This very moving introduction to our Grand National was 
organized and choreographed by Ella Hirsch of Boerne, Texas. 

Our Welcome Reception was hosted by Cadillac Motor Division and featured an array of decadent food stations and points of libation. After 
welcoming remarks by Richard Dormois, CLC President Dave Ritchie and Cadillac Chief Engineer Lyndon Lei, revelers celebrated the anni-
versary of our Cadillac and La Salle Club founded sixty years ago by Kenneth Baldwin, Norm Uhlir and Ansel! Sacket. 

At 8:00 PM CLC Museum and Research Center President, Bill Anderson of Gambrills, Maryland welcomed the assembled multitudes to the 
8TH Annual CLC Museum and Research Center Benefit Auction and introduced Auctioneer Richard Dormois. Special thank you to all those 
registered bidders and donors, many of whom are from the Sonoran Desert Region in Arizona. Dave Dubie, Richard Dormois, Dwight Thom-
as, Dee Pellegrini, Patrick Slevin, The Marvin Price Estate, Jerry McGilsky, Coulter Cadillac, Arrowhead Cadillac. Dr. Clarence Snife of 
Scottsdale and Rose Hochgraef of Apache Junction were the high bidders on a host of items throughout the auction. Special thank you to 
Curator Tim Pawl of West Bloomfield, Michigan and Sue Pashukewich of Plymouth, Michigan who handled sales and receipts. Thank you to 
Ed Pashukewich who supervised silent auction set up and appraised the auction donations. 

A great array of tours, meetings and seminars were scheduled for Thursday but paramount for some was the Cadillac La Salle Club Museum 
and Research Center Board of Directors Meeting where President Bill Anderson chaired a full complement of members present and on con-
ference call. Major business included future strategic planning sessions In the Chicago, Illinois area and the Kalamazoo, Michigan area, the 
status of our Museum collections, alterations to the Fall Festival format in September, a sound treasury and 2018 and 2019 benefit auction 
reports. 

Alan Clark of Newport Beach, California, staffed the Self Starter Photo Station all day Thursday and Friday. A host of vendors set up shop 
on the show field and inside at the Brave Marketing Room staffed by Dave Leach and Rubye Musser selling her stuff   as usual for the North 
Texas Region. 

Friday, at about 8:00 AM, CLC President Dave Ritchie of Tempe, Arizona, called to order his last Board of Directors Meeting of the Cadillac 
and La Salle Club, welcoming forty-six members and guests. Jack McClow of North Potomac, Maryland provided a detailed audible and 
written treasury report indicating we are solid financially. Office Managers Nancy and Mike Book of Columbus, Ohio, reported things are 
going well. We have 6528 members. down from 7256 in 2011. Self-Starter Editor Steve Stewart of Houston, Texas announced his retirement 
and introduced Jeff Shively of Noblesville, Indiana, as his replacement in 2019. The board expressed their appreciation for a Job well done. 
Dave Leach of Detroit, Michigan will remain as advertising manager and Tim Coy will remain as Design Layout Manager. Thirty-six addi-
tional on line and verbal reports were generally positive. Lee Herbermann of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania and Andy Zizolfo of Middle Island, 
New York, retired after decades of service and were roundly appreciated. 

Glenn Brown of Oak Park, Illinois was elected President and Ronnie Hux of Avondale, Pennsylvania was elected Vice President. 

Right after the CLC board meeting, National Meets and Tours Committee Chair, Marsha Redman of Leeôs Summit, Missouri, convened the 
meeting of eighteen and the group generally critiqued the 2018 Grand National and discussed plans for the 2019 Grand National Meet in 
Louisville, Kentucky for ninety minutes. Lively, detailed discussions prevailed. 
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Future gatherings of the Cadillac and LaSalle Club were outlined: August 3-9, 2018, CLC National Driving Tour of the Central Califor-
nia Coast. Rob Leonard chair. January 29 -February 3, 2019 is the Winter Board Meeting at the Embassy Suites in Murfreesboro, Ten-
nessee...June 11-16 2019 Is the Grand National at the Crowne Plaza in Louisville, Kentucky. Beth Reedy Chair...October 22-26 2019 
National Driving Tour. Valley Forge Region hosting. Jack Holz chair...June 3-7, 2020, Grand National, Missouri Valley Region Hosting 
at the Marriott Hotel in Overland Park, Kansas. John Hoagland chair....2020 National Driving Tour hosted by the Mount Hood Region. 
About six hundred miles in Oregon and Southwest, Washington....the 2021 Grand National hosted by the Raritan River Region. Jeff 
Montgomery chair. 

Chief Judge Bill Anderson held a judge's information session Friday evening and hit the show field at 9:00 AM, Saturday with his team 
to evaluate about 157 Cadillacs and La Salle motorcars registered. Sixty vehicles earned awards. 

At 6:30 PM Saturday, Emcee Richard Dormois of Mesa, Arizona, welcomed the membership to the 2018 awards banquet, thanked the 
Embassy Suites banquet staff and introduced Dave Ritchie who commenced his last official performance by introducing Valerie Brown 
of Oak Park, Illinois who rendered a stirring invocation. 

After supper Dave introduced his Board of Directors and thanked all those who have helped him through his thirty-year journey with the 
Cadillac and La Salle Club. He called up Michael Cascio of Rutherford, New Jersey who presented MRC President Bill Anderson with 
a generous donation to the Museum from the North Jersey Region. 

Past Presidents Richard Sills, Esq. of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, Dr. Lars Knelier of LaPorte, Indiana, and Glenn Brown Esq. of Oak 
Park, Illinois, announced class awards, preservation awards and Best of Show to those deserving.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THOSE WHO DISPLAYED THEIR CADILLACS AND LA SALLES ON THE SHOWFIELD! 

BEST OF SHOW LaSALLE, MIKE AMES, ARLINGTON, TX 1934 LaSALLE COUPE 

BEST OF SHOW PRE WAR RON BLISSIT, NORMAN, OK 1914 CADILLAC TOURNING 

BEST OF SHOW POST WAR DON GHAREEB, VESTAVIA HILLS, AL 1958 CADILLAC FOUR DOOR SEDAN 

It might be noted here that the 2018 Best of Show Post War 1968 Cadillac Four Door Sedan is the stablemate of the 2017 Best of Show 
Post War 1968 Cadillac Convertible Coupe in Vestavia Hills, Alabama. 

Beth and Bill Reedy of Jeffersonville, Indiana encouraged all of us to join them in Louisville, Kentucky for the 2019 Cadillac La Salle 
Club Grand National Meet at the Crowne Plaza Airport Hotel and Conference Center June 11-16, 2019, hosted by the Indiana Region 
CLC. 

Dave Ritchie closed the 2018 Cadillac La Salle Grand National Meet to thunderous applause!    " SEE YOU IN AMERICA" 

Special thanks to Embassy Suites General Manager PABLO ZUNIGA who had his hand on the pulse of our meet all the way. 

Not enough time nor space to properly thank MARSHA REDMAN who lives her job as National Activities Vice President every day 
and night. THANK YOUI 

KIM BROUSSARD, National Sales Manager of the Crowne Plaza Airport Hotel and Conference Center in Louisville, who staffed her 
booth in San Marcos, patiently answered questions we asked all day and registered the Cadillac La Salle Club for about two thousand 
room nights for 2019. THANK YOU! 

RICHARD GIBBS of Liberty, Missouri and DOUG REDMAN of Leeôs Summit, Missouri, who staffed the Missouri Valley Region 
booth and made us feel welcome in Overland Park in 2020. THANK YOU! 

Production Managers NOOR YOUSIF and ALEXA LIPMAN from Detroit, Michigan, representing Cadillac Motor Division were won-
derful guides and monitors for our Grand National. THANK YOUI 

JUSTIN HAYWARD from Sterling Heights, Michigan, produced the Cadillac Motor Division portion of our Grand National monitor-
ing every detail and positioning the five 2018 Cadillacs. THANK YOU! 

To LANCE and DIANE HIRSCH and KEN and ROSIE KARRER. You have made our visit to Texas AMAZING. THANK YOU! 

YOU REALLY SHOULD HAVE BEEN THERE! 
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PRE-WAR CADILLAC  1914 Cadillac 30 Touring V. Ron Blissit Å Norman, Okla. 

                                      Picture By Alan Clark/THE SELF-STARTER 

LaSalle 1934 LaSalle 178 Coupe, Mike Ames Arlington, TX 

               Picture By Alan Clark/THE SELF-STARTER 
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                                                                                                                     Picture by Angela OôRourke 

POST-WAR CADILLAC  1958 Cadillac 6039X Fleetwood 60 Special Sedan  Donald M. Ghareeb Å Vestavia Hills, Ala.  

                                 1958 Cadillac Four Door Sedané....Senior Awardé.Wilma and John Michaud...Mesa, Az. 

Picture by John Michaud 
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    1941 Cadillac Sixty Two Convertible Coupe 

Ron and Jo Ellen Blisset's 1914 Cadillac Touring, 
Best of Show Prewar, 2018 Grand National 

Mike and Joy Amesô1934 LaSalle, Best of Show LaSalle,      
2018 Grand National 

2006 Cadillac XLR Doug Ashby 

Year and Model of all three, Unknown 

    Automobile Pictures by Claudia Robinette 
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1959 CADILLAC...COUPE DEVILLE.... 

CORRINE HOCHGRAEF....MESA, ARIZONA 

1926 CADILLAC FIVE PASSENGERé... 

VICTORIA COUPE...SENIOR WREATH 

BILL HOCHGRAEF...MESA, ARIZONA 

1961  CADILLAC FOUR DOOR SEDAN  

DAVE DUBIE...SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA 
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Thatõs My Story And Iõm Stickinõ To It 

Story and photo  by Richard Dormois    

wŜǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ .ƛƭƭ [ŜǾȅΣ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΣ Ϧ¢I9 {¢!b5!w5 hC ¢I9 ²hw[5Ϧ  bƻǊǘƘ ¢ŜȄŀǎ wŜƎƛƻƴ /[/ 

LIFER gave me the idea to do a story about my first car, like his, a 1941 Cadillac, but a sedan. Truth is, I have no idea what happened to it after I sold  

it to Al for 25.00. He had towed it in twice from the St. Johns Steak N' Shake on the Rock Road, where I broke a shifting fork twice, just trying to stay with 

a red and cream 1955 Chevrolet two door post car. I have been back to Overland three times, looking for my first Cadillac, including our last Grand Nation-

al, but no luck even tracking down descendants of Al who operated the tow company and salvage yard where my 1941 Asbury over Ivy green Cadillac 

Sixty two series four door sedan likely ended up. A good bet might be it has been recycled several times into several Toyotas by now. I mean, it has only 

been sixty years. If anyone knows anything about my two tone green '41 62 series Cadillac four door sedan or whatever color of rust it is now, I'm at 702 

461 3679. Have tow bar, will travelé Finder's fee paid.  

I had the privilege of exposure to several examples of our beloved Cadillac marque early in life that had a positive influence on me growing up and I met 

some pretty special people along the way. We lived on the second hole of Lakeside Golf Club in Overland, Missouri, and I started caddying (golf, that isé) 

there opening day. I think I was thirteen. On a quiet Sunday afternoon in the first month of opening, with no loop, I was chatting with our assistant pro, Bob 

Solomon, in the pro shop, when a magnificent-cent Cypress green 1949 Cadillac Coupe DeVille parked near the club house and a very large gentleman got 

out of the driver's side and opened the passenger door for an even larger gentleman who got out and let two attractive young ladies out from the back seat of 

this beautiful Cadillac. They started their walk up to the pro shop. Mr. Solomon vanished... He did not recognize the group and did not desire to be the first 

employee to integrate Lakeside. I about fell over the counter to open the door for the quartet. "WELCOME TO LAKESIDE, CHAMP!" That afternoon, I 

carried doubles for our honored guest and Mr. Solomon, eighteen holes. The caddy fee was $1.25, greens fee was $2.50. My favorite World Champion 

Heavyweight of all time, JOE LOUIS, tipped me five dollars-lars. Never had a five dollar tip before. The next week, I shared my good fortune with my 

golfer, John Vitale, who matched the gratuity. Decades later, I was surprised to see Joe Louis, the greeter, in the showroom, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas, 

Nevada. I thought I would impress my date by reminding Joe Louis of that round of golf at Lakeside. He didn't remember me, but Joe Louis didn't remem-

ber much of anything in those latter years.  

Several years ago, while setting up my Studebaker swap meet tent at Hershey down on the orange field near the car corral registration office, I saw a Cy-

press green 1949 Cadillac Coupe DeVille being unloaded in the lot just over the hedge from my spot. I quickly put bottles of water on all my literature and 

magazines, lest they blow away and jumped over the hedge to take a closer look at this fine machine. It was a feature of the Robert Pass stable of Passport 

Transportation fame. As I was admiring the Coupe De-Ville, the detail man approached and asked if I had ever heard of "The Brown Bomber". I said I had 

and he responded, "We think this might have been his car at one time." He opened the passenger door to show me the immaculate interior and I told him 

that was the second time I had seen that door opened and the first time, indeed, "The Brown Bomber" stepped out. Mr. Pass told me the car sold shortly 

thereafter, I believe, to someone in California. I recall he wanted seventy-two thousand dollars for it. I truly think, if I had been able to convert anything I 

had into cash at that time, my family would have had a very special Hershey surprise. Over the years, I have brought home some very nice things from the 

Hershey flea market, including encouragement to join the Cadillac LaSalle Club by David Ritchie and Lee Herberman. And I did.  

My full time employment in addition to being a Ritenour High School student was at the airport in Saint Louis where I worked a variety of shifts and cater-

ing assignments from servicing seven major airlines with beverage and meals to running a horse drawn hot dog stand near the steps to the terminal from the 

main concourse. Everything was outside in those days and all the commercial carriers were reciprocating engine-powered Convairs, Martins, Lockheed 

Constellations, Douglas DC 3, DC4, DC6, DC6B and Douglas DC 7s.  

 

 

  

This article is a series of stories penned by Richard Dormois and appeared monthly in the North Texas Region Cadillac & LaSalle 

Clubôs award-winning newsletter, ñThe Standard Of The World.ò  

Permission is granted for reprinting and should include the attribute above.  



                                                                                            

         

       

. 

However, on the same field McDonnell Aircraft Corporation was testing a variety of products with deafening afterburners.They were fun to watch at night. I 

think they were called "JETS.ò  

It was always my plight to be the youngest person on any job and my workmates were intent on introducing me into a culture mother and daddy would have 

never blessed. My favorite "mentor" of my career was Louie Times, a flight caterer, like myself, infinitely older than I and tall, very thin, and working this 

second job to support a family of eleven. He was a song and dance man who appeared when he could get work in clubs in Chicago, Saint Louis, and I think 

some in Kansas City. He was connected in show business and saw to it that I, at least, had an invitation to accompany him and our pals in his 1951 Cadet 

blue Cadillac Coupe to see luminaries of the blues and jazz music culture and a new phenomenon called rock n' roll.  

By some quirk of fate, if my parents learned of just one of those venues I visited with my adopted brothers, I would have been grounded for the rest of my 

natural life. But it seemed my plausible tales of where I was the night before were believed. I worked a lot of different shifts.  

All with questionable repute, East Saint Louis, Illinois quartered several clubs, in which I felt a bit insecure, but nothing ever hap-penned to me while I was 

mesmerized by an artist who traversed the stage entirely on one foot screaming " Maybelline, why can't you be true?" CHUCK BERRY appeared a lot in 

East Saint Louis and we were there in the Cadet Blue 1951 Cadillac Coupe and even once, in my 1941 Cadillac Sixty Two series sedan, because it would 

carry six with comfort.  

One summer evening in the mid fifties, five of us visited the Club Riviera in downtown Saint Louis, Missouri in that beautiful Ca-det Blue 1951 Cadillac 

coupe. Upon round tables seating eight, a large plastic bowl of ice cubes, a liter of club soda and eight plastic cups was seventy-five cents and called a "set 

up". As we were comfortably seated, a pint size container appeared from a jacket pocket and was passed from man to man and cocktails were fashioned. The 

spirit of choice of my pals was Four Roses. I pretended to pour some in my cup of ice and soda but truly could not handle the smell of it and passed the pint 

on to the next man. The concert was "over the top" and at intermission Louie Times took us back stage to meet the man -COUNT BASIE. There was talk of a 

big surprise in the second half of the show and indeed, there was. Through great fanfare and spotlights and loud music, a young boy was escorted down the 

middle aisle by a man on each side. No greater entrance had I ever witnessed for a boy who must have been five-teen years old because, I was fifteen years 

old and I am the same age as "LITTLE STEVIE WONDER" making his entrance into the music world at the Club Riviera in Saint Louis, Missouri, where 

Louie Times' 1951 Cadet Blue Cadillac coupe had taken us! Decades later, at the "The Top of the Wheel" at Harvey's Wagon Wheel in South Lake Tahoe, 

Nevada, with my pal Del Perry, we reminisced with The Count about that evening years ago at the Club Riviera in Saint Louis. He remembered me because I 

was the only Anglo kid in the place and just a baby. "THAT'S MY STORY AND I'M STICKIN' TO IT" Be safe.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   

 

 

Page  14 

Thatõs My Story And Iõm Stickinõ To It 
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¢I9 нлму /!5L[[!/ !b5 [! {![[9 /[¦. a¦{9¦a !b5 w9{9!w/I /9b¢9w C![[ C9{¢L±![ !b5 
/hb/h¦w{ 5ϥ 9[9D!b/9  
     ōȅ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 5ƻǊƳƻƛǎ 

 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ /[/ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀƴŘ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ featuring Allante production from 1987 to 1993 ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нл ǘƻ ноΣ нлмуΣ  ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ 5Ŝƭǘŀ IƻǘŜƭ ōȅ aŀǊǊƛƻǧΣ нтпт {ƻǳǘƘ мммǘƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ YŀƭŀƳŀȊƻƻΣ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DƛƭƳƻǊŜ /ŀǊ 
aǳǎŜǳƳΣ суср ²Ŝǎǘ IƛŎƪƻǊȅ wƻŀŘΣ IƛŎƪƻǊȅ /ƻǊƴŜǊǎΣ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ пфлслΣ нсф стм рлуфΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀǧŜƴŘ ōǳǘ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ 
Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΣ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭǎ ŀǘ !ƛǊ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭǎ ŀǘ {ƻǳǘƘ .ŜƴŘΣ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΣ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΣ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΣ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘΣ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΣ YŀƭŀƳŀȊƻƻΣ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΣ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ .ǳǘ tƘƻŜƴƛȄ {ƪȅ IŀǊōƻǊ ǘƻ DǊŀƴŘ wŀǇƛŘǎΣ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴ ƻƴ {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ !ƛǊƭƛƴŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŶŎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 
Ŧƻƭƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƘƻŜƴƛȄ ŀǊŜŀΦ   
 
 
¢ƘŜ Cŀƭƭ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŜƛƎƘǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ нлму ƳŜƴǳΦ  ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ фκнл ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ aƻǘƻǊ /ƻŀŎƘ ǘƻǳǊ 
ǘƻ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ CǊƛŘŀȅ фκнм ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻǳǊ ǘƻ {ƻǳǘƘ .ŜƴŘΣ LƴŘƛπ
ŀƴŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘǳŘŜōŀƪŜǊ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ aǳǎŜǳƳΦ ¢ƘŜ {ǿŀǇ aŜŜǘΣ /ŀǊ /ƻǊǊŀƭΣ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊ /ŀǊ wƛŘŜǎΣ aƛŘǿŜǎǘ aƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜǎ aǳǎŜǳƳΣ !ƭπ
ƭŀƴǘŜ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ǝŀƭŀ ǊŜŎŜǇǝƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƛƭƳƻǊŜ /ŀǊ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΦ 
 
hƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ фκнн ¢ƘŜ WǳŘƎŜǎ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊ /ŀǊ wƛŘŜǎ ƛƴ ±ƛƴǘŀƎŜ /ŀŘƛƭƭŀŎǎΣ /ƻƴŎƻǳǊǎ ŘŜ 9ƭŜƎŀƴŎŜ WǳŘƎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ aƛŘǿŜǎǘ 
aƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜ ōȅ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /[/aw/ aǳǎŜǳƳΦ  wŜŎŜǇǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ .ŀƴǉǳŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
5Ŝƭǘŀ ōȅ aŀǊǊƛƻǧ ƛƴ YŀƭŀƳŀȊƻƻ ǿŀǎ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ  {ǳƴŘŀȅ фκно ǿŀǎ .ǊǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǎƘ ōŀǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Dǳƭƭ [ŀƪŜ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ƭǳō ŀǘ 
фΥлл !a ƻƴ Dǳƭƭ [ŀƪŜ wƻŀŘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΦ  !ƭǎƻ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ aƻŘŜƭ ¢ 5ǊƛǾƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aǳπ
ǎŜǳƳ ŦǊƻƳ млΥлл ŀƳ ϥǝƭ нΥлл ǇƳΦ   
 
¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳŎƪŜǘ ƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ /ŀǊ /ƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴǎΦ 
 
.9 {!C9Φ  
 
 
 

 
¦{! /ƻƭƭƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ¦{! /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ /ǳǎǘƻƳǎΦ  ±ƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǿŜō-ǎƛǘŜ ŀǘΥ 
 
 

                                                                ƘǧǇǎΥκκǳǎŀŎƭŀǎǎƛŎŎǳǎǘƻƳǎΦŎƻƳ 
 
 
{ŜǘƘ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ слн усм-мфун                                ǎŜǘƘϪǳǎŀŎƭŀǎǎƛŎŎǳǎǘƻƳǎΦŎƻƳ 
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Getting to Know the Cadillac and LaSalle 
Club Museum and Research Center

(CLCMRC)

SoCalRegion CLC

Lakewood Country Club

February 2018

The CLCMRC is Real!
ÅFounded 1995

ÅMuseum building opened September 2014

Å20 Cadillacsand LaSalleson display

ÅResearch room

ÅFunded by 3,300 individual and organizational 
donors over 22 years ςincluding the SoCalCLC 
Region and many of its members
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       bƻǘŜΥ ¢ŀƪŜƴ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ wŜƎƛƻƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлму tƻǿŜǊ tƻƛƴǘ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ 
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Little Known Facts about the CLCMRC

ÅYou ςas a CLC National Club member ςare a 
Museum and Research Center member!

ÅHolds assets ςreal and automotive ςvalued at 
approximately $2.5 million - and is debt free!

ÅIs part of the Gilmore Auto Museum Campus!

ÅThe Gilmore complex houses one of the 
largest public display of collectable cars in the 
United States!

The Cadillac Museum is easy to access from 4 Airports
3 hours from Chicago; 2 ½ from Detroit

45 minutes from Grand Rapids; 20 minutes from Kalamazoo

Cadillac Museum/
Gilmore


