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SONORAN JUMP STARTER  
Newsletter of the Sonoran Desert Region Cadillac & LaSalle Club 

Welcome to October in the Desert! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP  

Monthly Dinner  

2nd Tuesday’s 

6:00 pm 

 

Miracle Mile Deli 

7435 E. Frank Lloyd Wright  

Scottsdale AZ 

Promenade Shopping Center 

WWW.clcsdr.com 

Phil Terry and Marvin Price driving Phil’s ‘67 DeVille Convertible to the 

AAHC meeting. 

Two men in a Cadillac convertible—What could possibly go wrong! 

http://www.clcsdr.com/
http://www.cadillaclasalleclub.org/
http://www.clcsdr.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cadillac-and-LaSalle-Club-Sonoran-Desert-Region-Est-1992/109881876490?fref=tsC:/Users/Rosemary/Documents/2012%20Documents


The Pres Says  -  Phil Terry 

September brought a lot of ‘Membership” exposure to our SDR 

club as well as to the CLC National membership. We helped staff the CLC-

SDR booth at Barrett-Jackson Auction in Reno NV during Hot August 

Nights festivities. 

The CLC Museum broke ground for their new building located  at 

the   Gilmore Car Museum in Hickory Corners, MI.  The  driving tour of 

our national membership’s beautiful Cadillacs was a sight for car enthusiasts 

everywhere! 

CLC Member Dell Deaton of Saline, MI sent us videos of the activities  

during the CLC events September 27-30, 2013  

(these can be found on YouTube.com) 

Cadillac-LaSalle Club Museum & Research Groundbreaking;      http://youtu.be/ZCArRMSxJ-8 

West Michigan Region CLC automobile  show at Gilmore Car Museum:  http://youtu.be/3DB1hCAK8LI 

Cadillac Fall Festibal 2013 driving tour, Kalamazoo to South Haven, MI   http://youtu.be/_MbYAgmZOoU 

McFadden private car collection stop, during driving tour:  http://youtu.be/S1XY5EKua0w 

 

 

I like to share stories, photos and videos  

of the important automobile production of  

Cadillacs and LaSalles. This is a Hemmings  

Motor News article on the last LaSalle  

production. 

 

 

 

http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2013/10/06/sia-flashback-1941-cadillac-series-63-the-last-lasalle/?refer=news  

Photo of 1940 LaSalle  owned by CLCSDR member, Marvin Price                
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Legislative News    Marvin Price   September 2013 Report 

 

Mileage-Based Fuel Taxes Coming Down the Road. 

The good news is that Americans are using less gasoline, due  

to  more fuel-efficient vehicles and declining miles driven  

following the economic downturn—not to mention hybrid 

and electric vehicles. 

The bad news is that gasoline tax revenues are also down 

and are not providing sufficient funds to maintain or improve 

the nation’s roads. 

Last year Americans traveled 2.93 trillion miles on the roads, down from 3.03 trillion in 2007, according to 

Diana Furchtgott-Roth, a senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute. 

Federal taxes on ordinary gasoline, which are now 18.4 cents per gallon, brought in $36.9 billion for the 

Highway Trust Fund in 2011., the last year for which statistics are available. Expenditures that year totaled 

$44.5 billion, a deficit of $7.6 billion. 

In fact, the Trust Fund has been running deficits since 2008, and Congress has transferred nearly $3 billion 

over the past few years to keep the Trust Fund positive. 

“In the future, roads will need another stream of funding. The most obvious substitute for fuel taxes is to 

charge road users directly for vehicle miles driven, enabling them to get the roads they are prepared to pay 

for.” Furchtgott-Roth writes in an article for Market Watch. 

One innovative approach can be found in Oregon. The state’s Department of Transportation will set up a 

system for 5,000 volunteer motorists who will pay 1.5 cents per mile rather than the current 30 cents per 

gallon tax on gasoline. The drivers will be refunded for the tax they pay at the pump. 

Several other states are resorting to higher gas taxes, increased sales taxes or bond issues to fund road 

maintenance and other infrastructure.  “In the 21st century, charging for roads and deciding where they 

should go should be the responsibility of state or private providers.” Furchtgott-Roth concludes. “the inter-

state highway system is complete, and the technology for pricing roads without stopping vehicles is readily 

available. 

“As the Highway Trust Fund revenues shrink, those states that are raising funds for their own roads—

especially Oregon, with its mileage-based user fee — are the wave of the future. 

 

 

 

The Arizona Automobile Hobbyists Council is adjourned for the Summer, reconvening September 3, 2013.  

Everyone is welcomed to attend the AAHC meetings.                   
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Activities Cadillac Style                                               

Fred Rank                                                                                                       
Events are planned by the Activity committee to provide  sociali-

zation amongst the members; to show our cars’ heritage & edu-

cate the community; and to provide a driving    experience for all.  

If you have activity ideas, contact        Activities Director;   Fre-

dRank@cox.net   623-322-3424 

Please go to our website for Event Details 

www.clcsdr.com 

October 25-27, 2013                                                                                                                             

Laughlin Land Yacht Tour Rollin’ on the River Cadillac LaSalle Club;   Sponsored by the 

Las Vegas & Phoenix Regions; Laughlin NV. Chair; Phil & Sandi Terry RSVP  602-840-4308    Registration Page is on 

last pages of this Newsletter,   Download complete form and information from our website 

 

November 10, 2013      

Wrigley Mansion;  Lunch & Tour;  Tour Time: 2:00 pm     Tour: $15 per person collected at site                                                                     

Wrigley Mansion Tour, 2502 Telawa Trail, Phoenix, 85016 on with a tour guide.  $15.00 per person  

Lunch can be at the Wrigley Mansion with reservations only, for $49.00 per person buffet at 602-955-4079 . 

A Lunch option; I’m suggesting a  Biltmore Restaurant right across the canal from the Wrigley Mansion  at a much lower price at 

Frank and Albert's , phone, 602-955-0600.   

Wrigley Tour:  Meet at 1:45 PM at Wrigley Mansion for the tour with docent. Valet Service is available at the Mansion Door or 

park at bottom parking lot and walk up a very steep stairway. There are no more golf carts available.  

Lunch is all on your own but I feel most will go to the Biltmore as we did for their tour last Spring.  

Chairman: Fred & Jacky Rank                   RSVP  623-322-3424  or FredRank@cox.net 

 

December 7, 2013 

Ronald McDonald House Fundraiser & Pavilions Car Show  Time; TBD,                        

Chairman: MaryLynn & Gary Roth              RSVP 480-656-4433 

Our CLC Sonoran Desert Region club does not host a Christmas or Holiday party due to so many of 

our members’ being out of town.  We do host a Members’ Appreciation Luncheon and Auction in    

January.  We hope you will attend.   We appreciate you very much. 
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Activities Cadillac Style                                                

January 12-19, 2014 

Barret-Jackson Auction—Scottsdale in Westworld       

Annual Barrett-Jackson International Auto Auction held at West World in Scottsdale, AZ Once again our local chapter will 

have a booth and volunteers will be awarded with special passes for this sought after event!                                       

Schedule your Cadillac Booth Shift Hours with Chairman: Fred Rank; 623-322-3424 

 

January 25, 2014 

SDR Members’ Appreciation Lunch  McCormick Ranch Golf Club; Time; 11:30 a.m.        

Chairman: Dee Pellegrini, RSVP  480-419-1137 

 

February 21, 2014 

Bashas Western Museum Lunch/Tour; Details TBD,  Chairman: Mary Lynn & Gary Roth                         

RSVP 480-656-4433 

 

March 29, 2014 

Greasewood Flat, Western Night  Dinner/ Dancing/ Outdoors by the fire; Time TBD           

Chairman: Gerry Klein  RSVP 480-585-2287 

 

April 26-27, 2014 

Prescott Caravan/Chino Valley Winery Tour  Lunch, Dinner & Breakfast at Prescott Resort & Over-

night;  Overnight tour staying at the Prescott Casino Hotel. Lunch at the Palace in Prescott. We will have a pri-

vate Docent giving us an in-depth tour of historic Whiskey Row!   Time: TBD;  Chairman: Dee & Don Pellegrini;   

RSVP  480-419-1137 

Our Special Events require RSVP.  Please contact the Activity Chair to RSVP. 

Check our website for details 

http://www.clcsdr.com/events.php 
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Download or Use This Form to Order Products from the CLCSDR Store! 

Mail your completed form and payment to Jerry McGilsky according to the form’s              

instructions. 

Thank You for Your Business 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT Dee Pellegrini to confirm pricing and availability for Sale Items 

                                         

http://clcsdr.com/store/order.pdf
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Dee’s Boutique 

Dee Pellegrini 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our members stand out when 

wearing our club apparel at 

events!  Looking  Good! 

 VISIT the Web Store 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Men’s Retro Camp Shirt   

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

                Men’s Camp Shirt 

 

     

       

       

        

 

      Ladies Camp Shirt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Cap and Visor 

 

 

           

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

        Fleece Roll-up Blanket 

         

Design for Grill Badge and 

Lapel Pin 

 

 

SALE !  

Fall Sale on all it
ems.   

 

15% off apparel.  

10% off grill b
adge   

http://clcsdr.com/store/


Membership - October 2013 Update 

Richard Dormois 

Our newest Sonoran Desert Region member; Danny Smith, was 

welcomed at our first membership meeting of the season at the  

Miracle Mile Deli in Scottsdale, where thirty-one members enjoyed 

the venue for the first time.  I think we found our new digs        

comfortable and the food good.  

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Smith made a brief presentation about his new business; Legends Luxury Car Repair on Scottsdale Road 

in Tempe. Danny’s membership brings us to eighty-eight families 

The long awaited ground breaking for the Cadillac LaSalle Club Museum and Research Center permanent 

structure at Hickory Corners, MI will be a realty as you read this Jump Starter.   

 

Sandi Terry, Phil Terry and Richard Dormois 

represented the Sonoran Desert Region.  The 

festivities included a nice driving tour of south-

ern Michigan, several food funcions and a classy 

Cadillac LaSalle show with fifty examples, in addi-

tion to the ground breaking on Sunday morning 

attended by eighty members and guests. A very 

nice event and our building is “On Its Way”. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the Miracle Mile Deli, 7435 East Frank Lloyd Wright Blvd. Tuesdays 6 pm 

FYI, if you know of Cadillac owners or enthusiasts who are interested in club membership; 

please offer them the club and national membership applications located in this newsletter. 

http://clcsdr.com/newsletters.php  
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2013 CLCSDR Featured Family The Pellegrini’s 

Our Sonoran Desert Region Secretary DEE PELLEGRINI was born in Chicago IL and attended schools 

in the Chicago area. She earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology and credential in elementary 

Education from the University of San Diego. At an early age she was employed in her father’s Italian 

Restaurant, “LUIGI’S” in Phoenix A as a 

salad girl, waiter and cashier. Later Dee 

worked as a credit investigator for a local 

credit bureau. Dee taught elementary and 

junior high school for twenty-five years. 

In retirement, Dee fills a complete schedule 

with her dedication to the Board of 

Directors of the Arizona Region of the 

Classic Car Club of America, our SDR 

Secretary, and is on the Advisory Board of 

the Arizona Concours de Elegance 

scheduled for January 12, 2014. She is 

credited with managing the apparel sales for 

the SDR club and the national CLC and our 

local region. She currently is charged with managing the clothing program for the staff and exhibitors of 

the Arizona Concours. As time permits, she has managed Don Pellegrini for forty-seven years. The couple 

are blessed with one son and two grandsons. 

 

DONALD ANTHONY PELLEGRINI was born in Chicago about 75 years ago. Don attended local schools 

and earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Automotive Technology from Bradley University in Peoria IL. 

Upon college graduation Don entered the United States Army. After training at Ft. Leonardwood MO, 

Don served as a Battery Clerk at Ft. Sill OK and Ft. Campbell Ky.  Upon discharge from the Army, Don 

began a thirty-five year career with General Motors in the Chevrolet Division in Michigan, Illinois, and 

Wisconsin primarily as a Field Traveler in the Service Department and staff at Corporate headquarters. 

Don enjoys his involvement I the CLC, CCCA and XLR Allante clubs as well as an informal Saturday 

morning group of collector car buffs who gather at “Venues” in Carefree AZ. Outside the car hobby Don 

enjoys an occasional hunting and fishing trip. Over the past decade, he couple have traveled to Cadillac 

LaSalle Grand National Meets in Indiana, Iowa, Nevada, Kanas and Ohio. 

The couple’s ‘bent’ has always been toward GM products, particularly Cadillacs. Their stable currently 

includes a 2011 CTS Sport Wagon, a 200 XLR and the most recent, 1947 Full Classic 62 Series Cadillac 

Club Coupe.   

The couple who met on holiday in Phoenix A in 1964 enjoy the comfort of their many collector car 

friends and homes in Scottsdale and Prescott. Those of us in the Sonoran Desert Region are indeed 

fortunate to benefit from the love and energy of this beautiful couple.  Thank you so much for all you do. 
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Print out this form to use in joining our CLC-SDR Membership.  

YOU must be a member of the CLC National Club. Print out, complete, and mail in the National Membership 

form IF you are not yet a member of the CLC National club. 

Mail your completed form(s) and payment to Jerry McGilsky according to the form’s instructions.              

Thank You for Your Membership           
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Hi, I am Rosemary Price, the Sonoran Jump Starter editor.  Check us out on FACEBOOK! 

 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cadillac-and-LaSalle-Club-Sonoran-Desert-Region-Est-

1992/109881876490 

You will be able to see my welcome video on our Facebook Page! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosemary Price, 480-235-0420; Rosemary@RosemaryPrice.com 

2 important items!! 

1.  Due to newsletter space constraints, Additional Event Photos are posted on our FACEBooK 

page 

2. The newsletters are also Archived in the CLCSDR website. 

 

PLEASE, make certain Jerry McGilsky has your correct MAIL address.  

We will MAIL a copy of the Jump Starter newsletter once per quarter. If you are a 

seasonal attendee, we want to be sure you receive your Printed copy  wherever you may 

be living throughout the year. Please forward your 2nd address to Jerry.             

JMcgilsky@robertsresorts.com    

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cadillac-and-LaSalle-Club-Sonoran-Desert-Region-Est-1992/109881876490
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cadillac-LaSalle-Club-Sonoran-Desert-Region-Est-1992/109881876490
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cadillac-LaSalle-Club-Sonoran-Desert-Region-Est-1992/109881876490
http://clcsdr.com/newsletters.php


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sonoran Jump Starter is a Monthly 

Publication. 

All Materials Must Be Received  by the 

15th of the month prior to the      

publishing month.. Send to  

Rosemary@RosemaryPrice.com 

Articles—MS Word Documents 

Photos—JPG or PNG 

Ads—Completed  & Approved Copy 

Ads must be paid for in advance. Send 

to Jerry McGilsky, Treasurer 

Board of  Directors  

Director:   Phil Terry 

Assistant Director:   Jerry McGilsky 

Treasurer:   Jerry McGilsky 

Secretary:   Dee Pellegrini 

Club Store    Dee Pellegrini  

Newsletter:   Rosemary Price 

Legislative:   Marv Price 

Membership:   Richard Dormois 

Car Coordinator:    Fred Rank  

Event Director:    Fred Rank  
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WE Appreciate the Financial Support of These Fine Business Products and Services 

When You Have a Choice for a Business Resource, Please Think of Our Advertisers! 

Thank You for Your Business 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

   

  

 

 

   

  

   

  

    

http://www.azarrowhead.com/
http://www.coulter-tempe.com/
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http://cadillaclasallemuseum.org/  

 
The Cadillac-LaSalle Club Museum & Research Center Broke Ground 

for its New Museum Building on September 29, 2013. 

 

 

Below is a YouTube.com link to videos taken at the Groundbreaking  

http://youtu.be/ZCArRMSxJ-8  

 

West Michigan Region CLC automobile show at Gilmore Car Museum (although not the same content 

as the groundbreaking. Activities for the groundbreaking can be seen in the background. 

http://youtu.be/3DB1hCAK8LI  

   Cadillac Fall Festival 2013 driving tour from Kalamazoo to South Haven and back (99 miles) 

http://youtu.be/_MbYAgmZOoU  

 

McFadden private car collection (a stop we made during our Saturday driving tour) 

 

http://youtu.be/S1XY5EKua0w  

http://cadillaclasallemuseum.org/
http://youtu.be/ZCArRMSxJ-8
http://youtu.be/3DB1hCAK8LI
http://youtu.be/_MbYAgmZOoU
http://youtu.be/S1XY5EKua0w


Activity Gallery 
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Hot August Nights in Reno Nevada 

CLCSDR members helped staff the CLC Membership Promotion 

booth at the Barrett-Jackson Auction.  

Including our own Richard Dormois shown here with Mitch Silver 
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Activity Gallery 
The Cadillac LaSalle Club ad Barrett-Jackson JOIN 

HOT August Nights 

Words and Pictures by Richard Dormois 

 

 

 

 

 

On August 1, 1986 legendary disc jockey Wolfman Jack fronted a jam packed concert at the Reno - 
Sparks Convention Center headlined by the Rightous Brothers and Jan and Dean.   

It was August and it was hot, hence the moniker HOT AUGUST NIGHTS came to be.   

The cities of Reno, Sparks, Carson City and South Lake Tahoe and the Nevada gaming community 
as a whole needed an August shot in the arm and "Americas Love Affair With Rock 'N' Roll " filled 
the bill nicely.   

I had the pleasure of being in the crowd that night and subsequently sat on the advisory board to 
Hot August Nights.  The week –long gathering took off adding classic cars to the mix and sooner 
than later virtually every Motown and rock and roll aggregation from the fifties and sixties were    
revived in one form or another and found work in Nevada for that one week in August and various 
spin offs around the Country.   

Currently there are no less than twelve organized sanctioned car shows in the Reno - Sparks      
area in addition to the Show and Shine and nightly cruises on closed Virginia Street in Reno and 
Nugget Avenue in Sparks.   

In the early days, the property at which I was employeed, John Ascuaga's Nugget, hosted "Prom 
Night" attended by hundreds of couples, young and old, from all over the world in the Convention 
Center Ballroom.  Other major properties hosted similar highly successful  events.  Currently, the 
Nugget hosts four, six hour, evening sessions of drag racing  and tech inspections in their west 
parking lot at seventy five dollars per entry.   

For decades, Mitch Silver's "Silver Auctions"  flagship event was an anchor of Hot August Nights at 
the Convention Center which was also a regular stop on the International Show Car Association's 
west coast swing.  Several auction companies have jumped on the Hot August Nights band wagon, 
with varying degrees of success over the years.   

I have fond memories of my involvement with each of those venues. 

A six day, highly successful swap meet at the Reno Livestock Events Center is also a long standing 
part of Hot August Nights.. 



Activity Gallery 
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That group consisted of CLC members from Nevada, California and Arizona who staffed the prime 
location at the entrance of the Convention Center thirteen hours Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  We 
handed out ninety six copies of the Self Starter and "Join Us" brochures and "signed up" sixteen fam-
ilies whose information was passed of to the CLC Directors in the area in which they live.  Two are 
from the Sonoran Desert Region.  Understandably the bulk of our potential members are from the 
Northern California area.   

From the classic car auction receipts, the number of vendors and post sale comments by the mayor 
of Reno and Craig Jackson, the Barrett - Jackson Collector Car Auction will be a part of the Hot Au-
gust Nights celebration for the foreseeable future and the coveted Barrett - Jackson Cup" and at-
tendant forty thousand dollars in prize money will enhance the "Show and Shine" competition.   

I am thankful for being selected to staff the promotional booth and get the bonus of hanging out with 
my son, daughter and grandson taking in the scene when not serving as a pitchman for the Cadillac 
La Salle Club . I would encourage everyone reading this article to save that first week in August of 
2014 to take in Hot August Nights and take a shift in the booth......Be safe. 

In 2013, the City of Reno encouraged Craig Jackson of Barrett - Jackson Collector Car Auctions to 
become a part of the Hot August Nights scene and their partnership was realized, making Reno the 
fourth stop on the Barrett-Jackson circuit with Las Vegas, Scottsdale and West Palm Beach.            

The Cadillac La Salle Club and Barrett - Jackson are in their third year of a marketing agreement at 
the auctions in Scottsdale and Las Vegas, so it was a natural for the CLC Membership Promotions 
and Public Relations Committee Chair Lauren Schweitzer, of Las Vegas, to gather a team to staff a 
promotions booth at the Barrett-Jackson venue in Reno.  
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Activity Gallery 
 

 

 

CLC Membership booth at Reno Barrett-Jackson Auction staffed by Jack Buchoud 

of Reno NV,  Richard Dormois of Mesa AZ, and Dick Schmidt, Ventura CA. 

 

Jack is “signing up” Jerry Reid of Peoria AZ. 


