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Sonoran Jump Starter 
August 2014 

SO N O R AN  D ES E R T  R E G I O N  C AD I L L AC  L AS AL L E  C L U B  

S ER V E S  T H E C AD I L L AC  H O B B Y I ST S  O F  C E N T R AL  AN D  

N O R T H E R N  AR I Z O N A.  

Welcome BACK to the SDR Cadillac LaSalle 

Club Season! Some Changes in the Club.  New 

Director Jerry McGilsky and New Dinner    

Meeting Venue Chompies! 

 

Monthly Dinner Meetings 
2nd Tuesday -6:00 p.m. to Eat   -  7:00 p.m. to Meet 

9301 E Shea Blvd Scottsdale, AZ 85260 

Get Directions 

CHOMPIES Deli;   

 

9301 East Shea Blvd. 

Scottsdale, Arizona 85260 

480-860-0475  
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What’s Next? 
A Message from Club Director Jerry McGilsky 

 

http://www.clcsdr.com 

Well, the summer heat will come to an end soon and the Club 

Activities will begin!   

 

As many of you already know the Sonoran Desert Region 

Board of Directors has gone through a transition.  Phil Terry 

our Director for five years has now moved to the high rank of 

Director Emeritus upon his retirement as Director.  Yours tru-

ly has now become your new Director, I will do my best to 

fulfill the needs of the Club, and I will continue on as Club 

Treasurer.  Other changes include Dee Pellegrini as Assistant 

Director as well as maintaining her position as Store Manager, 

Richard Dormois has accepted the position of Secretary along 

with his current position as Membership Director.  Rosemary 

Price will continue as the Newsletter Director .  We love those 

newsletters!  Marv Price will   continue to keep us up to speed 

with the happenings in the Legislature and last (but not least) 

Fred Rank as Activities Director and Car Coordinator.  Any-

one else want to join the fun!? 

 

Our last Monthly Meeting location has closed so the Board 

has spent much time, research, and weight gain, tracking 

down a new location.  We found it!  Thanks to a referral from 

Rosemary and Marv Price we have chosen Chompie’s Restau-

rant  in  N. Scottsdale  at 92nd  Street & Shea.  The location 

has a wonderful private 

meeting room, quiet, and can 

hold up to 75 people.  A full 

menu to order from, and I 

mean FULL, breakfast/

lunch/dinner served 24/7 

along with desserts –YA 

GOTTA EAT!-, beer, wine, 

cocktails.  Plus a great bakery to pick up some Bagel’s on the 

way out!     Ample parking, easy access off the 101 freeway,  

good   prices, separate checks.  Let’s try to see if we can 

squeeze  80 people into the room!! 

 

Our web-site activities page has been updated.  Check it out 

often as events can change and new events are added.  We 

have a great line up of events so I hope you all can join in on 

the fun.  

 

 Please send in photos of those great Cadillac’s to fill up the 

Photos page and give yourself the opportunity to show off 

your pride-n-joy. 

 

See you all at Chompie’s on Tuesday September 9th, 2014 at 

6:00pm.  Of course e-mail reminders will go out. 
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Well, now what?  (Our Own Dave Ritchie is the new National CLC President;                

Congratulations Dave!)                                                  Just want to tell you a little about myself and my background 

as a car guy, specifically a Cadillac car guy.  I live in Tempe, Az., a suburb of Phoenix, but 
lived the first 20 years of my life in Pittsburgh. The bitter cold and snow caused me to re-
think my future and directed me to head out west where I put down roots in sunny Arizona. 
What’s not to like about a pool float and margaritas in January? 

In 1967, it was off to Phoenix College, then to Arizona State University for a degree in   

Environmental Design, which led me to my first career in landscape architecture. I have 

been at this job for 30-plus years now; it’s an outdoor thing (see above, pool float…). 

When the money started pouring in, I needed a hobby. As a car guy since the fifth grade, 

hiding a Rod & Custom magazine in my textbook, the stage was set. I wanted to become a 

practicing car guy.  I purchased my first future collectible —a gold 1966 Ford Thunderbird 

Landau. My next purchase was a white 1965 Ford Thunderbird Coupe. What was I thinking? I’m a GM car guy, not an 

“F”-word car guy. 

My father, a funeral director in Munhall, Pa., always used Cadillacs in the business. The first was a black 1954 Fleetwood 

Sedan, then a black 1958 Sedan de Ville, and, best of all, a gray 1961 Fleetwood Sedan.  I loved that gray Fleetwood. I 

took my driver’s test in that Cadillac and drove it to my senior prom at Pittsburgh’s Golden Hilton Hotel. 

There she was, in Auto Trader magazine, a 1953 Series 62 Coupe, white with red interior, my very first Cadillac, which I 

referred to as the “Mayflower.” Other Cadillacs that became part of the collection were a white 1953 Series 62 Converti-

ble, white 1958 Eldorado Seville, white 1961 Coupe de Ville and white 1961 Fleetwood Sedan.  The two 1961 cars 

matched, white with rose interior; after all, I am a design guy. I bought the 1961 Fleetwood in 1987, restored it and pre-

sented it to my mom for Mother’s Day in 1988 at a local car show; the TV coverage was not quite what I ex-

pected….Unfortunately, I was sick with the 24-hour flu. Mom loved that car and drove it until 2002. This Cadillac is listed 

as CLC Senior No. 133, awarded at the 1992 Grand National Meet in Phoenix. 

I joined the CLC in 1985, before there was an Arizona CLC Region. My second career began in 1990, at the first CLC 

Grand National I attended, in Carson City, Nev. During the board meeting, I raised my hand and became the first chair-

man of Membership Promotions. Chairman of Public Relations was added when I missed a meeting. I relinquished both 

positions in 2002.  I started with 4,000 members and finished with 7,000, with the help of many dedicated members. I’ve 

served at the National board level since that fateful hand-raising, and helped found the Grand Canyon Region (1988) in 

Phoenix, the Sonoran Desert Region (1992) in Scottsdale, and the Saguaro Region in Tucson.  I also developed the 

Newsletter Award program, Life Membership program and the concept for Chapters. I’m a past Southwest Regions vice 

president and also won the Mary Lou Evans Membership Award.  They say, “No good deed goes unpunished.” Today 

finds me serving on the CLC National board as president. I don’t know what the future may hold, but boy, do I ever look 

forward to it.     Great cars, great club, and most of all, great people in the Cadillac & LaSalle Club.   See you in America.    

—Dave 

3 



Be a Member! 
A Message from Membership Director Richard Dormois 

Sonoran Desert Region  
 
Membership stands at about 80 
(eighty) families with the hope of 
increasing once we get established 
in our new venue for membership 
meetings; Chompies Deli in   
Scottsdale. 
The August Featured Members are 
Tom and Lynn Hamilton with their 
1956 Cadillac Coupe DeVille. 

The Cadillac-LaSalle 
Club Museum and      
Research Center 

(CLCMRC) 

www.cadillaclasallemuseum.org/ 

 
Finishing touches are being put 
on the permanent structure of the 
Cadillac LaSalle Club Museum 
and Research Center at the     
Gilmore Car Museum at Hickory 
Corners, Michigan.        

 
The dedication is set 
for 2:00  pm. Septem-
ber 28, 2014 at the      
conclusion of the CLC 
National Tour through 
Indiana and  Michi-
gan. 
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MEMBERSHIP FORMS are available on the CLCSDR.com website 

 Attend monthly 
dinner meetings to 
get acquainted. 

 
 Wear name badge. 
 
 Attend in activities. 
 
 Join a committee 

to have a voice . 
 
 Learn to be a  

Judge 
 
 Wear  club  logo 

apparrel . 
 

National Board Meeting 
 
Reports revealed that the club is in fine financial shape with membership standing at over seven thousand     
families worldwide. Our SDR club is well represented on the National Board:           

Dave Ritchie—National CLC President          
  Phil Terry—VP Western Region                Richard Dormois—Board Director 
  Dee Pelligrini—National Store Mgr             Marvin Price—Legislative Liaison 
 
The 2014 CLC Grand National Meet; July 8-12, 2014 was hosted by the New York Capital District Region at  
Lake George, NY. Attendance from 6 countries. 12 tours of the surrounding area and states were well attended. 
266 Cadillacs and LaSalles appeared on the show field for judging and display on Saturday. 

http://clcsdr.com/membership_app.php


I had a  conversation with the seller and the story he 
told  led me to the auction stage and  ultimately to own 
the car. 
 
The original owner, from the East Coast, died in 1962. 
In his will, he bequeathed the Cadillac to his nephew 
who had always admired it in Everett, Washington.  On 
receiving the “baby blue” auto, he had it painted black.  
 
As I tell people, “the bad news is that the color is not 
original; the good news is it’s black.”  
 
The car was driven and pampered until 1977 (last WA 
license tabs) when It was retired to a carpeted, heated 
garage with just 32,000 miles on the clock. The car was 
maintained, run and kept clean and  covered for the 
next 35 years. The consigner bought it from the     
nephew’s widow in 2012. 
 
As we speak, the car has 32,800 miles on it. The 50-
year old quality paint job, which is obviously multiple 
coats of lacquer, looks like a “Grand Piano”. A testa-
ment to the care the car was given over it’s lifetime. 
 
Oh yes, after the sale at the auction block, the car was 
moved to another stage where Houston and I, with the 
seller were interviewed for an upcoming segment of 
Mecum’s new “reality” show called “Deal Maker”. Keep 
an eye out for us. They said it would air sometime in 
August or September 2014. 
 
I have always had an interest in cars. I have owned new 
Aston Martins, Jags, and a Viper which I still have in 
AZ. But I just started collecting “classics” in the last 
years.  In addition to the ‘56 Caddy, I have a ‘65 Coupe 
DeVille, a ‘63 Fleetwood and a ‘65 Olds 98 convertible. 
Yes, I’m always looking. 

My wife Lynn and I met on top of  Mt. Baldy I n  Sun 
Valley Idaho in the spring of 1985. I was in the snow ski 
business and living in the Seattle area where I was 
born, raised and had gone to school. Lynn was visiting 
with a girlfriend from her hometown of Dallas. After a 
long-distance love affair and tens of thousands of    
United Airlines miles, we were married in January 1988. 
Lynn moved to Seattle with her 3 sons (Zachary, Devin 
and John).. We were soon blessed with twin boys 
(Hunter and Houston) who are now 25 years old and 
both lieutenants; Hunter in the Army and Houston in the 
Washington State National Guard. 
 
I enjoyed a 35-year career in the snow ski arena; racer, 
coach, instructor and 30 years in sales and marketing. I 
had a yearlong marketing consultant client who owned 
an Indy (CART) race team. 
 
Lynn was born and raised in Dallas where she was in 
the interior design business. Now Lynn is a stellar Moth-
er and Grandmother with 3 grandsons.  
 
We are both retired in the town of Allyn Washington 
were we primarily reside. My interests also include bird 
hunting, clay target shooting, bicycling and I still ski a 
week or so a year. 
 
We bought our Scottsdale house in 2009 and spend as 
much time there in the winter as we can.  
 
Lynn and I joined the CLC Sonoran Desert Region club 
in January 2014. We have enjoyed meeting interesting 
folks and being a part of an “interesting” tour to Prescott 
last April. 
 
 

 

Tom and Lynn Hamilton with their 

1956 Cadillac Coupe DeVille! 

Tom Hamilton bought 
the ‘56 Cadillac Coupe 
DeVille at the Mecum 
auction in Seattle in 
June.  
 

“I wasn’t necessarily 
looking to buy a car, 
but as my son,   Hou-
ston and I were perus-
ing  the sales invento-
ry, this one caught our 
attention.“ 
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 September 9, 2014 

Monthly Dinner Meeting  

Kickoff for New Season! 

Our Season “Kick-off” dinner meeting will be at 

Chompie’s Restaurant in North Scottsdale.  9301 

E. Shea Blvd, Scottsdale just off  the Loop 101 & 

Shea.  Ample parking, full menu, cocktails, large 

room with separate checks! 

 

 October 10, 2014 

Basha Western Museum 

A great tour of the Basha Western Museum is 

scheduled for 10:00 a.m.  followed by lunch.   

 

 October 18, 2014 

Tatum Ranch Golf Club Car Show 

Www.TatumRanchCarShow.com 

4th Annual Tatum Ranch Golf Club Car Show 

sponsored by Earhardt Cadillac.  Many prizes and 

awards. NO Registration Fee!  Just a donataion to 

the food bank.  Register Early! 

 

 November 8, 2014 

Pavilions RMH Show 

Annual Ronald McDonald House Car Show at the 

Pavilions on Indian Bend in Scottsdale. This is our 

annual charity event to support the LOCAL 

Ronald McDonald House.. 1—4 p.m.  

  

2nd Tuesday Every Month 

CLC-SDR Monthly Dinner Meeting 

6 pm to order and enjoy dinner 

7 pm membership meeting 

Chompies Deli 

9301 E. Shea Blvd, Scottsdale just off  the Loop 

101 & Shea.  Ample parking, full menu, cocktails, 

large room with separate checks! 
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Get Involved!  Attend an Activity!  

Each event below will require notification that you are attending. These  

require an RSVP and some require registration to participate.  Notify Fred 

Rank that you are attending!  623-322-3424;   FredRank@cox.net 

 January 11, 2015 

Arizona Concours d‘Elegance 

2nd Annual Arizona Concourrse D’Elegance Car 

Show at the Arizona Biltmore Resort. A great way 

to spend a Sunday! 

 

 January 10-18, 2015 

Barret-Jackson Auto Auction 

The largest classic car auction in the world held 

right here in Scottsdale at Westworld. CLCSDR 

will NOT have a booth at this event , so enter at 

your own cost. 

 

 February 14, 2015 

Annual Membership Appreciation Party 

Our Annual Membership Appreciation Party will 

be held, as always, at the beautiful McCormick 

Ranch Golf Club. Saturday th 14th of February 

(Valentines Day!)  11:30 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 

 March 28, 2015 

Joint Car Show at Pavilions 

A Joint Car Show with Oldsmobile, Buick, and 

Pontiac car clubs meet at Pavilions in Scottsdale.,  

Saturday, 9 am– Noon  

 

  

  

 

 





 K500 Mens Polo/

Golf Shirt (no pock-

et) 

 

 

 

 

SDR Grill Badge or 

Lapel/Hat Pin 

  

 

 

 

SPC10  Denim Shirt 

 

LSPC Ladies Denim  

Shirt 

 

 BP10 SDR Fleece  

Blanket with Strap 

 

 

 

 

 

S300 Retro Camp 

Shirt 

 

 

 Rhinestone Bling Pins  

 

 C840 Fashion Sun 

Visor 

 

 

 

CP79 Hat 

 JP54   

Competitor Jacket 

 

 F223 Mens Micro-

Fleece Jacket 

 

L223 Ladies Micro-

Fleece Jacket 

 

 

 

S535 Camp Shirt 

  

S535 Camp Shirt 

(White shirt photo) 

 

 

 

L533  Ladies Camp 

Shirt     (Piink shirt 

photo) 
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Get Involved!  Wear Club Apparel!  

Lots of fun showing Club Colors at our club events!  Order using the form 

in this newsletter.  Notify Store Manager, Dee Pellegrini  

deexlr1962@gmail.com      C - 480-652-9149 

See selection online      C&LC-SDR Order Form  

http://clcsdr.com/store/
http://clcsdr.com/store/order.pdf


Be Informed! 

A Message from Legislative Liaison Marvin Price 

 
There is not much movement  in   
the legislative area this summer. 
Most of the politicians are busy 
campaigning for the fall elections.  
They want to keep their jobs of 
telling us what to do. 
 
Arizona seems to be  committed    
to establishing toll roads. And is 
moving forward with the process. 
 
The AAHC will renew their effort to 
get the toll road issue on the 2016 
Ballot after the fall election.   
 
The number of signatures required 
to get the No Toll Road issue on 
the ballot is determined by the 
number of votes cast in the     
Governors election this fall.  If   
voting for the Governor is light, 
than less than the current 200,000  
Signatures may be required.   
 
 
 
 

 
Arizona enacted a law effective 
June 1, 2014, that changes the 
number of cars an individual can 
sell from 3 to 5 before being      
considered a Dealer. 
 
Around the country it is now illegal 
to distribute, sell or install lead 
wheel weights in the following 
states: Minnesota, California,    
Illinois, New York, Maine, Vermont 
and  Washington.  It probably 
won’t be too long  before  Arizona 
will try to keep us safe from lead  
wheel weights. 
 
Be sure to VOTE in both the      
Primary election and the Fall Gen-
eral Election.  
 
These elections are the principal 
way we have to express our opin-
ion of our political leadership. 
 
 Get out and Vote. 

JOIN the SEMASan 
Action Network.   
 
SEMA provides a 
comprehensive list 
of legislatie activity 
for each state. 
 
SEMASAN is the  
SEMA Action       
Network political 
arm for lobbying to 
protect our Car   
Hobby  
 
SEMASan.org 
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The Arizona Auto Hobby Council (AAHC) monthly meetings are held 
the First Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. at Sanderson Ford in the Truck Show-
room located at 53rd Avenue and Grand Avenue.   
ALL Interested Parties are Welcome. The Sept. 3 meeting will feature a 
Tour of the Sanderson Museum.  It is a favorite annual event. 



Broadcast Club News! 

Rosemary Price; Newsletter Editor 

 
The CLCSDR newsletter comes 
out 10 times in the year; August-
June..  Articles and photos should 
be into me by the 20th of the previ-
ous month of the publication. 
 
The newsletters are YOUR CLUB 
information.   The content and 
photos of your Cadillac Club and 
non-club adventures are interest-
ing to all of us. 
 
I found that my mini-IPad is not a 
reliable and clear camera.  In fact, 
my Smart Phone has one of the 
best cameras of any media I own.  
 
You can submit video as long as 
you give me permission to transfer 
it to VIMEO or YOUTUBE in order 
to upload it into the newsletter 
template. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS from the Boardroom 
 
You are now aware, from reading 
the Activities page, that CLC is no 
longer in partnership with Barrett-
Jackson auction. That means that 
our SDR club owns a fabulous dis-
play unit with pop-up structure and 
art that attaches to it.    Fits com-
pactly in its own storage case.  
The Board is asking for ideas on 
WHERE can we STORE our dis-
play? 
 
Please contact FRED RANK,,   
Activities Director with any ideas 
or offers. 
 
Did  you  know  that  you  can   
promote your business in this 
newsletter?  $25 for a business-
card ad.  Check out our advertis-
ing page to see examples.      
Contact  Club Director/Treasurer 
Jerry McGilsky  to pay your $25. 
eMail me your business-card  
sized ad. 

Members Make the 
Story!!  Send me your 
photos and docu-
ments. 
 
 
 
PHOTOS should be in 
the digital format of 
jpg, gif, or tiff. 
 
 
Help me out by identi-
fying people in your 
photo; members  and 
non-members. 
 
Documents should be 
created and emailed 
to me as a   Word 
Document.  
 
PDF formats  are    
difficult to edit for 
space. 
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eMail documents and digital photos to me at MPRICE171@cox.net 
My phone # is 480-235-0420   YOU will get a Byline for articles you 
write and submit and photo recognition for photos you send in that are 
posted in the newsletter. 
Looking for fledging Ace Reporters and “Scoop” Jackson out there!!  



We Appreciate the Financial Support of These Fine Business Products and Services.   
When You Have a Choice for a Business Resource, Please Think of Our Advertisers! 

They Thank YOU for Your Business. 
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http://www.cadillaclasallemuseum.org/ 
 

http://vimeo.com/delldeaton/clcmrc2014teaser 

The Cadillac-LaSalle Club Museum and Research Center (CLCMRC) is 
at a pivotal and very exciting point in our history. 

We have agreed to affiliate with the world-renowned Gilmore Car Museum in Hickory Corners, Michigan. Because of 
its partnerships with other car museums and collections, its outstanding facilities and beautiful campus—and begin-
ning soon—year-round access to its collection and exhibits, the Gilmore Car Museum is the destination of car enthusi-
asts from all over the world. The Cadillac-LaSalle Club Museum and Research Center will be a premier attraction at 

Gilmore. Join us in this important effort! 

Watch our building in progress on Facebook! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grand Opening of the Cadillac and LaSalle Club Museum & Research Center 

Cadillac Fall Festival 2014 
Hosted by West Michigan Region CLC 

Limited to CLC members and their guests 
Sept 27-28, 2014 
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Cadillac-LaSalle Club Museum & Research 

http://vimeo.com/delldeaton/clcmrc2014teaser
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cadillac-Lasalle-Club-Museum-Research-Center/593415324019434


2014 Grand National CLC Meet—Lake George NY 

Dave Ritchie—Newly Elected 
CLC National President! 
 
 
 
      Lauren Schweitzer of Las Vegas was elected Director.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
                              

Claudia Robbinette & Director Richard Dormois 
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Dinner at famous Vincent on Camelback! 
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July 19— SEMA Collector Car Appreciation Dinner 



 

Cadillac LaSalley SDR Club 

Jerry McGilsky 

8350 E. Raintree Drive, # 220 

Scottsdale AZ  85260 

CONTACT US: 

 

800-235-9322 

 

info@clcsdr.com 

 

Www.CLCSDR.com 
 

 


